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Agenda

• Project Background – Wider Transport Programme

• Where are we in the process?
• Project Overview

• Programme



Background

• West of England sub-region is prosperous, with a good quality of life
• Key economic driver of the South West region
• With prosperity increasing pressure on infrastructure, particularly 

transport
• Significant pressure on transport infrastructure

– need for high quality sustainable transport networks
– to address existing and future demands

• Vision for the West of England is for a buoyant economy, a rising 
quality of life for all and easier local, national and international travel



Wider Transport Programme
• Greater Bristol Bus 

Network (GBBN)
• Connect2

• Cycling City 

• Bath Package
• Weston Package

• South Bristol Link 
Portishead Passenger 
Rail Services

Rapid Transit Network

• Ashton Vale to Temple 
Meads

• North Fringe Package

• Temple Meads to 
Emerson’s Green 



Where are we in the Process?



Progress since March 2009
• First stage major scheme business case submitted end 

March 2009
• Department for Transport currently reviewing 
• Technical team established for this next stage of work

– Environmental Impact Assessment
– Works and Land Plans

– Procurement and Delivery Plans

• External events:
– Network Rail Portishead Passenger services project
– BCFC application has now been submitted



Ashton Vale to Temple Meads 
and Bristol City Centre Rapid Transit 
– a re-cap on the proposals to date





What does it do? - Accessibility

• Services will use modern, accessible, comfortable vehicles and 
high quality passenger facilities.

• 15,500 people live within 600 metres walking distance of the 
pedestrian and cycle path. The Rapid Transit Scheme will bring 
positive impact by improving access to health facilities through
walking and cycling facilities.

• 20,400 people live within 600 metres walking distance of a 
Rapid Transit stop (on the route between Long Ashton Park and 
Ride and Bristol City Centre).



What does it do?

• A pedestrian and cycleway will run parallel to the
busway along the entire length of the segregated 
corridor sections. 

• This will be at least three metres wide and four 
metres where possible.

• The busway will be clearly segregated from cyclists 
and pedestrians. This will take the form of level 
changes, fencing, landscaping or a combination of 
these measures.

• Typically the alignment is 10 to 12 metres wide 
although this varies along the length of the corridor. 



What does it do? 
• 83% of the route is segregated from general 

traffic.
• 7,000 existing bus passengers will benefit 

from the resulting improvements in reliability. 

• By 2016, 12,000 trips per day will be made by 
Rapid Transit, with the removal of 4,000 car 
trips per day from the highway network to 
public transport, reducing carbon emissions 
and local pollutants. 



Project Forward Programme

• Submission of required applications for permissions 
and powers to build and operate – Dec/Jan 2009/10

• Potential Public Inquiry – Spring/Summer 2010
• Procurement/Tenders etc. – end 2010 

• DfT Conditional Approval Stage – Spring 2011

• DfT Full Approval Stage – Autumn 2011

• Construction start – end 2011

• Service operation – end 2013
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