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M4/M5 Highways Agency projects
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Where are we working?
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Current schemes

M5 Avonmouth Bridge Resurfacing of northbound carriageway

September to

December 2009 M5 J17 to J18 Replacing central barrier

M5 Lawrence Weston over bridge Demolition of existing over bridge
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Avonmouth Bridge resurfacing

* Northbound carriageway being
resurfaced, following on from
southbound in 2008:

* impervious to water

* greater durability (up to 20 yea
life span)

* machine laid for accurate
consistent level

* 3 lanes maintained in both directions at
peak times, with access for emergency
services

* 50mph speed limit, with average speed-
camera monitoring
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Current operations

* Traffic management installed at
beginning of September - full
contraflow from 6 Sept.

& 4 completed.

* \Waterproofing and resurfacing
commenced from south end of
bridge.

* \Welding inspections on steel deck
ongoing.
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M5 J17 to J18 barrier replacement

* Existing central reserve barrier to
be replaced with new concrete
barriers. Additional renewal of
verge barrier, central reserve
drainage and street lighting.

* Traffic management extended
from Avonmouth Bridge.
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Current operations

* Traffic management
Installed at beginning of
September

* EXxisting steel central
reserve barriers and
lighting columns
removed.

* Drainage repairs and
ground works
commenced 12
September
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Lawrence Weston bridge replacement

The overbridge has suffered a number of collisions and is
closed to vehicles. Unplanned response to any future
collision would cause significant disruption.

Will be replaced with a low maintenance steel footbridge

Will require a full closure of the M5
on two occasions for demolition of
old bridge and installation of new
structure.

First closure planned to take place
from 00.01 on Christmas Day

Traffic will be diverted using M49




Future schemes
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January to March
2010

M5 Lawrence Weston over bridge

Installing new foot bridge

M5 J15 to J17

Replacing central barrier

M4 J18 to J19

Replacing central barrier

March 2010 to
summer 2012

M4 J19 to J20
M5 J15 to J17

Constructing 'Managed Motorways' for hard
shoulder running
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Scheme Overview

*Existing Conditions:

*M4/M5 and Almondsbury Interchange
provide strategic links to SW, South
Wales, London & Midlands

*Congestion is a daily problem (AM and
PM peaks)

eAccident rate is similar to the national
motorway average

*Seasonal variations during the year
*Complex weaving movements
*Close proximity of M5 J15 & J16
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Managed Motorways — Principal Features
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Network Impact Assessment

Potential Phasing
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What are we doing to minimise disruption?

* Traffic management is being designed to keep capacity of
the network as high as possible

* Will always have three lanes in each direction at peak
times

* Communications strategy focused on providing real-time
Information to road users

¢ Allows motorists to make informed decisions about their
journey plans

* Working with public transport to provide information on
alternative methods of travel

* Reducing the number of vehicles
will reduce delays
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Informed Travellers

Real-time information is being
delivered through use of:

* Highways Agency website

* Variable message signs
displaying current information
on road conditions ahead —

actual journey times calculated
from number plate recognition

¢ |nformation services for
businesses

* Highways Agency ‘Traffic radio’
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Informed Travellers

* A dedicated section of the
Highways Agency website is
being created for these projects:
www.highways.gov.uk/bristol

* Will provide quick access to real
time journey information on
‘Traffic England’ and links to
alternative travel methods.

* Project updates added
fortnightly.

* Additional functionality being
developed.
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Additional communications activity

* Copies of M4/M5 publication distributed ——
throughout the South West. 35,000 nsiidnin IMA/M 5
copies of project leaflet distributed with s
free newspapers in Bristol and North
Somerset

* Regular briefings and updates to the
media as required




HIGHWAYS
AGENCY

Questions




