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Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with the Health Sector  
 
 
Purpose of Report 
 
1. To sign the Memorandum of Understanding and report progress on the 

establishment of the Transport and Health Forum as part of the development of the 
Action Plan and seek views.  

 
Background 
 
2. The development work on the Joint Local Transport Plan 3 (JLTP3) and the 

Sustainable Community Strategies of the Local Strategic Partnerships have 
highlighted how walking and cycling can increase physical activity and have large 
health benefits. The draft JLTP3 strategy includes a focus on improving health and 
well being by increasing levels of physical activity through more walking and cycling 
in line with the national Active Travel Strategy (Department for Transport/Dept of 
Health February 2010). Measures to improve health are linked with those aimed at 
reducing carbon emissions, reducing congestion, supporting economic growth, 
improving air quality and quality of life, increasing accessibility and reducing risk of 
injury.  

 
3. Cooperation through the preparatory work on the JLTP3 has led to the development 

of the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with the health sector. As reported to 
this Committee on 2 July 2010, it is hoped the MoU (appendix 1) will help capture 
the health benefits of active travel and build closer relationships between the health 
sector and the local authorities.  

  
4. Through the MoU, the partners will work together to promote and protect good 

health through delivery of the goals and ambitions set out in key Government policy 
documents and Local Development Frameworks and will adapt to the proposed 
major changes to the way local health services are run. The health sector are key 
partners in the production of the JLTP3 and are providing input, expertise and 
feedback. The partners will align, where practicable a programme and phasing of 
schemes for 2011 to 2026 for inclusion in the Delivery Plan of the JLTP3. As part of 
the closer working, the Directors of Public Health for the Partnership area have 
arranged a Health and Transport Consultation Event on 17 September, bringing 
together a range of managers and practitioners from the health sector to consider 
the draft JLTP3. 

 
5. Building on the closer working, it is proposed that a Transport and Health Forum is 

established to promote effective collaboration and develop a set of outcomes where 
the parties consider there is scope for improved communication, greater 
cooperation and coordination of activities. The Forum will report to this Committee 
and an Action Plan will be developed. The Directors of Public Health will provide 
updates for and attend meetings of the Committee on a twice-yearly basis to 
consider progress on the Action Plan.  

  



 
 
Recommendation 
 

That Members sign the Memorandum of Understanding with the Health Sector and 
provide views 

 
 
Appendices 
 
Appendix 1: MoU with the Health Sector 
 
 
Officer presenting the report:  
Barbara Davies, West of England Partnership Office 
Tel. 0117 922 4923; barbara.davies@westofengland.org 
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