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The Final Joint Local Transport
Plan (JLTP) is packed full of over
£300m worth of transport
improvements. Produced by
Bath and North East Somerset,
Bristol City, North Somerset and
South Gloucestershire Councils
the JLTP sets out our plans for
improving transport in our area
for the next five years and our
vision for transport for the next
20 to 30 years.

A Provisional JLTP was published in July 2005 and
rated as “promising” by the Government. The
Final JLTP was produced at the end of March
2006. To get a copy please see the Further
Information section. In December 2006 we will

hear how the Government rate it.




Introduction to the area

The main settlements are Bristel, Bath and
Weston-super-Mare but there are also a number of
towns, for example Thernbury, Nerten-Radstock,
and Clevedon, and large rural areas that link these
together.

The area is vital to the economy of the South West
and the United Kingdom with road and rail links,
Bristol International Airport and the Port of Bristol
acting as gateways for the region. It is the main
focus for shopping, cultural activities, education
and tourism in the South West with Bath
designated the only city World Heritage Site in the
UK.

The longer term vision for the area

Our longer term vision is for a transport system
that:

+ strengthens the local economy

+  supports rising quality of life and more
effective social inclusion of disadvantaged

groups
+ improves access and links

+ ensures that alternatives to the car are a
realistic first choice for the majority of trips

+ offers real choice - affordable, safe, secure,
reliable, simple to use and available to all

« meets both rural and urban needs

Our vision is shaped by
people's concerns. Monitoring
and consultation help us to
understand the problems such
as growing traffic levels, air
pollution, road safety concerns
and the growing difficulties of
travelling to work and
education and using services
without a car.

Recognising this the Government and local
Councils have agreed that transport investment
should be based around the four shared priorities
of:

+ tackling congestion
+  improving accessibility
* improving air quality

* improving road safety




JLTP AIMS AND OBIJECTIVES

Aims Obijectives
To tackle » promote use of alternatives to
congestion the private car

encourage more sustainable
patterns of travel behaviour
manage the demand for travel
by the private car

Te improve road
safety for all
road users

ensure significant reductions in
the number of the most serious
road casualties

achieve improvements in road
safety for the most vulnerable
sections of the community

To improve
air quality

improve air quality in the Air
Quality Management Areas
(AQMAS)

ensure air quality in all other
areas remains better than the
naticnal standards

Te improve
accessibility

improve accessibility for all
residents to educational
SErvices

improve accessibility for all
residents to health services
improve accessibility for all
residents to employment

To improve the
quality of life

ensure quality of life is
improved through the other
Shared Priority objectives,
contributing towards the
enhancement of public spaces
and of community safety,
neighbourhood renewal and
regeneration, healthier
cornmunities, tackling noise
and protecting landscape and
biodiversity

achieve balanced and
sustainable communities

What’s in the Final JLTP?

The measures contained within the plan are
based on the likely levels of funding expected
from the Government. We focus on delivering
value for money through making best use of
existing infrastructure.

Measures within the plan are grouped under
our shared priorities. They include:

Tackling Congestion

new showcase bus routes and local
improvements

accelerated delivery of public transport
improvements through two bus based major
scheme bids

expanded and new park and ride services

continuing to work with the Department of
Transport (DfT), train-operating companies
and Network Rail to support our vision for
local and regional rail travel

local rail improvements including Bristol
Parkway third platform and Worle Parkway

preparatory works on highway improvements
(selective widening and new roads funded by
major scheme bids)

premoting public transport, travel plans, car
sharing, cycling, walking, powered two-
wheelers, ferries and taxis

managing demand for travel through
consistent parking controls

four Traffic Managers appointed as part of
our Network Management Strategy

Transport Innovation Fund development work
into potential charging schemes together
with major public transport enhancements



Improving Accessibility
+ eight Action Plans for tackling accessibility to

health, employment and education in
partnership with other service providers

Improving Air Quality

+  Air Quality Management Areas and Action
Plans to tackle problems

« reduced vehicle emissions

+ raise awareness of air quality issues

Improving Road Safety

+ extensive road safety education and training
programmes

+ road safety schemes targeted on children,

motercyclists, urban, rural and disadvantaged
areas

Asset Management
+  £65.7m highway maintenance programme

+ Joint Transport Asset Management Plan to
maintain the local highway network and
infrastructure (signs, bridges, bus shelters,
street lighting)

More information on these and specific Action
Plans are contained within the Final JLTR To get a
copy see Further Information.

Funding Options

As part of the consultation process we asked
people for their views on three funding options
for the JLTP. These options, summarised below,
reflect the additional funding we need to deliver
change and the difficult decisions we face.

Option A £12 million per year:
existing levels of funding

Option B £25 - £35 million per year:
Option A plus funding for the Greater
Bristol Bus Network and Bath Package
major schemes

Option C £60 - £100m per year:

Option B plus higher levels of funding
through the Transport Innovation Fund (see
below) and possible congestion charging to
make large scale improvements to public
transport, cycling and walking networks
and key road schemes.

Extensive consultation was undertaken during
the spring and winter 2005 with views expressed
on the options via written submissions,
stakeholder forums, public exhibitions, the
website and the consultation questionnaire.

Of the 1553 questionnaires returned Options B
and C were “strongly supported” or “supported”
by 54% and 62% respectively whilst Option A
received only 24%. In contrast 41% were against

Option A whilst only 15% were against Options B
orC.

On the basis of all the responses and wider public
and stakeholder consultation the Councils have
dropped Option A and are progressing with the



at Lansdown and Odd Down and a relocated
and expanded site at Newbridge.

*  Bus Rapid Transit routes serving the city
centre from the Newbridge and Lambridge
park and ride sites.

* upgrading key local routes in the city to
‘showcase’ standard providing bus priority,
Real Time Information, modern low floor
buses and improved stops.

Future Major Scheme Bids

The Final JLTP outlines a number of other major
schemes. All will require significant development
work for us to understand their costs, benefits
and impacts. As part of this development work
we will actively engage both the public and
stakeholders to ensure that schemes have the
strongest possible case for Government approval.

Three of our major schemes have been included
in the Government's Regional Funding Allocation
list for prioritising bids across the South West.
They are:

*  Weston-super-Mare Package Phase 1

*  Bus Rapid Transit Routes - Hengrove to the
North Fringe, Ashton Vale to Emersons Green,
Bath to Cribbs Causeway

*  South Bristol Ring Road Phases 1 and 2

All these schemes are backed by the findings of
the Greater Bristol Strategic Transport Study (see
below).












