3. 
Contribution to Wider Objectives 

Housing and Economic Development

3.1 The regional policy framework for the first LTP was the Regional Planning Guidance (RPG10) approved by the Government in 2001. In policy SS1 RPG10 foresaw the Greater Bristol area continuing to be the main focus for growth in the region and the need to maintain and enhance its strong economic role. In the last five years we have helped take forward the spatial strategy through the Joint Structure Plan Transport issues have strongly influenced the Joint Structure Plan and our Local Plans in setting the framework for major housing and economic development. LTP investment has gone hand in hand with funding from developers and other sources in delivering sustainable development on the ground, for example:

· North Fringe transport package to direct £18.4m of developer funding towards highway and public transport infrastructure enhancements;

· Securing of £4m of developer funding for transport schemes to support major developments at Locking Castle/ West Wick in Weston-super-Mare and at Portishead;

· Ground breaking ‘New Build Home Zone Design Guidelines’ to guide new residential developments in Bristol;

· Increasing the role of bus services as part of travel plans linked to University of Bath and Wessex Water office HQ developments.
3.2 Our contribution towards the policies set out in the Regional Transport Strategy has included:

· Range of ‘soft’ measures and marketing aimed at reducing the need to travel (policy TRAN 1) – go to Tables 2.2, 5.3 and 5.5;

· Integrated packages of schemes and measures in the principal urban areas of Bath, Bristol and Weston-super-Mare including Urban Traffic Management and Control, bus showcases, park and ride, improved walking and cycling networks and enhanced passenger interchanges and information (TRAN 3, 4 and 10) – go to Tables 2.2, 5.1, 5.3, 5.4 and 5.5; also go to ‘City and Town Centre Vitality and Viability’ in Chapter 3;

· Parking management and re-allocation of roadspace; road user charging studies (TRAN 5) – go to Tables 2.2, 5.1 and 5.3; also go to 2.63;

· Freight Quality Partnership, lorry route management and pilot freight distribution centre (TRAN 6) – go to Table 5.3;

· Support for rural buses and community transport, countryside and village traffic management (TRAN 7) – go to Tables 2.2, 5.1 and 5.3; also go to ‘Social Inclusion’ in Chapter 3;

· Working with Bristol International Airport and Port of Bristol on access improvements (TRAN 8, 9) – go to Table 5.3.

3.3 Growth over the LTP period together with our role as the road, rail and air gateway to the South West has generated huge pressures.  The LTP has played a major part in accommodating these pressures but our transport infrastructure is being pushed to the limit.  Furthermore the Regional Spatial Strategy is suggesting a hundred thousand new homes and as many jobs, may need to be provided to achieve sustainable economic growth.  Transport is vital for our area’s continued economic and social success.

3.4 We fully recognise, therefore, the responsibility we have in our area for delivering the regional agenda. Work on the Joint Local Transport Plan 2006-2011 has gone hand-in-hand with the preparation of the new Regional Spatial Strategy, informed by the Greater Bristol Strategic Transport Study. 
Community Strategies, Corporate Plans and Partnership Working

3.5 The community strategies and corporate plans of our four local  authority areas have common priorities (go to Box 3A) and these have heavily influenced our transport investment decisions. Our work with the Local Strategic Partnerships and others is continuing into our JLTP.

	Box 3A 

Corporate and Community Strategy Priorities



	Well-being/Communities - address challenges faced by new and growing communities; needs of older people; local housing.

	Health - improve the health of people and reduce inequalities in health.

	Environment - take responsibility for our environment and natural resources.

	Safer communities - reduce crime and the fear of crime, reduce violence, and improve road safety.

	Education - improve life chances and ensure all children and young people are given encouragement and opportunities to learn.

	Increasing prosperity/regeneration - increase local job opportunities and share the benefits of prosperity across the whole of the JLTP area.

	Continuous improvement - achieve more with the same resources.


Chosen Themes

3.6 The DfT asks us to comment on two examples of wider policy aims or delivery themes. We have chosen the following which embrace most of the wider policy priorities in Box 3A:

· Encouraging and supporting city and town centre vitality and viability;

· Tackling social exclusion.

City and Town Centre Vitality and Viability


Background

3.7 Greater Bristol has two city centres in Bath and Bristol that are focal points for employment, retailing, recreation and other services and facilities and serve wide catchment areas. Weston-super-Mare has a dual role as a service centre and holiday resort. There is also a range of town centres and district centres that provide more localised services. 

3.8 We have used investment in transport as a way of underpinning other initiatives. We recognise that improvements to transport infrastructure give the private sector the confidence to invest in regeneration and this can help lever in funding from a variety of other sources. Transport plays a key role in improving accessibility and meeting an increasingly wide range of needs throughout the day and night. The key objective is to see the vitality and viability of these centres being maintained and enhanced and deliver on the ground the qualitative improvements recommended by the Government in PPG6 Town Centres and Retail Developments.

3.9 This work is continuing in our JLTP in line with the advice of the new PPS6 Planning for Town Centres and the many other Government initiatives revolving around ‘liveability’ and the provision of high quality and safe public spaces.

Changing the Face of Bristol

Economic Development & Regeneration

3.10 In the 1990s many businesses relocated to out-of-centre locations accessible mainly by car. During the LTP period we have transformed the environment of central Bristol and attracted large scale investment in office, residential and leisure developments.  Transport investment has focussed on supporting development and regeneration, providing new pedestrian areas and public spaces; better provision for cyclists; refurbishment of car parks; and better arrangements for deliveries. 

3.11 Schemes have included

· Remodelling of The Centre.

· Award winning restoration of the historic Queen Square.

· Support for the ongoing Harbourside and Broadmead expansion schemes.

· Broadmead Freight Consolidation scheme (see Table 5.3).

· Freight Quality Partnership of the ‘Commercial Vehicle Drivers’ Atlas (see Table 5.3).

· Trenchard Street multi-storey car park refurbishment.

Improved access to the city centre

3.12 By encouraging bus and rail travel we have reduced the need to drive into the city centre. We achieved Local Target 23 (Bristol) of reducing total car traffic in the central area by 10% by 2005. There has also been a 7% increase in bus trips to the central area (Local target 24). We highlight our public transport schemes in Table 5.1.  These include:

· A38 bus showcase route providing access to the city centre from both the north and south of Bristol.

· New park and ride site on the A4 Portway corridor.

· Existing park and ride facilities enhanced with real time Information, improved security including CCTV, and improved service information.

· New Marlborough Street bus and coach station serving Broadmead.

· New supported bus routes such as the city centre loop service 500 linking bus and rail interchanges and car parks with the key commercial and tourist destinations in central Bristol.

3.13 The development of Temple Quay, a major new office quarter near Temple Meads railway station, has helped to boost rail patronage and been a catalyst for increased bus services.  We have worked closely with developers in securing significantly improved linkages for pedestrians and cyclists between Temple Meads and the rest of the city centre.

3.14 Walking trips to the central area have increased by 24% and cycling by over 60%.  Cycling has been enhanced through improved facilities, particularly along the A38 showcase route, which has seen a whole-route improvement for cyclists.

3.15 There has been investment in ferry services in Bristol Harbour. New landing stages have been provided including one to serve Temple Meads station and Temple Quay. The EC VIVALDI project funds the operation of a cross-harbour ferry link between areas such as Southville and the city centre. The service operates during peak hours on weekdays and all day on weekends carrying up to 3,900 passengers per month.

24-Hour Economy

3.16 Activity occurs increasingly around the clock and the transport network has adapted to meet the needs of the night time economy. We have invested £830,000 of revenue funding to support the introduction of night bus services on 8 routes.  South Gloucestershire supports a further 2 Night Bus routes.  These services have helped support activity away from traditionally busy periods and increasing the overall vitality of the central area.

Enhanced Visitor Information 

3.17 The award winning Legible City project has sought to improve people’s understanding and experience of Bristol by integrating the provision of information.  The pedestrian signing system helps visitors find their way around the city centre and encourages them to explore on foot or by public transport.  Bristol now has direction signs, on-street information panels, printed walking maps, on-street information kiosks and arts projects that are bound together by a consistent visual language and mapping system. These have provided a sense of welcome for visitors and a better understanding of Bristol’s attractions.  

Conserving Bath as a World Heritage Site

3.18 Bath’s status as a World Heritage Site and major tourist destination, over 4 million visitors a year of which almost 80% are day visitors 

(Economic Impact Survey 2003 South West Tourism), combined with its role as a sub-regional service centre, puts great strains on the historic streets of the city centre. The aim has been to tackle congestion and make the city centre more pedestrian friendly. We see environmental enhancement going hand in hand with maintaining access to the city centre and bringing benefits to the local economy by maximising footfall and improving the ‘visitor experience’.

3.19 Traffic in the city centre was reduced significantly when we introduced the Northgate Street ‘Priority Access Point’ (PAP) for a trial period in 2001. It severs the north-south route through the city centre for general traffic but maintains access for buses, taxis and other essential vehicles. During the trial period, traffic in the northern part of the city centre reduced by between 18 and 70% and bus journey times became more reliable. The PAP, which was made permanent in 2002, was a controversial measure demonstrating our determination to take radical action to meet our transport objectives. 

3.20 Introduction of the PAP was boosted by major investment in new buses by First giving Bath a modern fleet of low floor vehicles. We have also made the park and ride services more attractive by extending the operating times from 0800-1930 to 0600- 2030. 

3.21 With traffic in the important Milsom Street shopping area reduced as a result of the PAP we carried out public realm enhancements. In Walcot Street we have widened footways and made other enhancements to provide an enhanced walking route from the city centre to the ‘Artisans’ Quarter’. 

3.22 Parking spaces in and around the historic city centre are valuable and we have managed this asset to favour shoppers, business visitors and tourists- all people essential for the local economy. We have enhanced on-street parking by physical measures and by bringing in ‘pay and display’ to replace the unpopular scratch card system. Residents are also essential for the city centre’s vitality and viability and we have looked after their interests through our programme of residents’ parking zones. This scheme covers over 3,000 households and was completed within 18 months involving complete consultation with, and involvement of the local community. 

3.23 We have improved Council-owned car parks, for example safety and environmental enhancements at Charlotte Street. These were under the umbrella of the PSA initiative ‘car parking fear of crime’ and won the 2004 Local Government News Street Design Award.

3.24 To make best use of Bath’s historic street system we have implemented further phases of our Urban Traffic Management and Control system. This has helped improve traffic flow on main routes, such as the A36, provided bus priority, pedestrian crossings, and effective monitoring and fault reporting. The system now has 28 nodes and 21 pedestrian crossings. Remodelling of the Sydney Gardens junction and installation of new traffic signals on the A36, completed in 2004/05, have improved traffic circulation in the city centre and reduced congestion in Queens Square, George Street, Gay Street and Lansdown Road. 

3.25 Our transport schemes and measures have resulted in:
· 11% decrease in traffic entering Bath’s inner cordon (exceeding 10% local target T1).
· 13% growth in bus patronage in Bath & North East Somerset.

· 17% growth in park and ride passengers, now almost 816,000 per year.

Regenerating the Resort of Weston-super-Mare 

3.26 Weston-super-Mare has a dual role as a service centre with a catchment of about 80,000 people and as a seaside resort. In 2005 the town attracted almost 6 million visitors and tourists, up from 4 million in 2000. This growth has contributed towards an increase in retail expenditure by visitors from £21.9m in 2001 to £48.7m in 2004. In partnership with the South West Regional Development Agency (SWRDA) and others, we have concentrated substantial resources on revitalising the centre. Through the Civic Pride programme we have seen over £11M of investment, including £5M from the SWRDA, as well as £2M from local authority capital funds. A key aim is to lever in private investment.

3.27 Civic Pride comprises packages of works to enhance and redevelop specific areas. Our transport investment has focused on:

· Improved signage and information;

· Traffic management to improve safety and provide better linkages through pedestrian focused street enhancements;

· Better pedestrian access to existing public spaces and the creation of new ones capable of hosting performances and public events, increasing economic vibrancy and activity levels; 

· Upgraded lighting to pedestrian areas to establish safer, more attractive and useable routes after dark, maximising opportunities for ‘designing out crime’;

· New street furniture to help emphasise arrival at key public spaces and to encourage use by pedestrians, build upon plans for providing ‘gateways’ into Weston-super-Mare for those travelling by car, train, bus or coach;

· High quality streetscape through the use of a selected and limited palate of materials to ensure consistency of specification and quality thresholds; 

· Introduction of public art to add interest and help orientation. 

3.28 The measurable outcomes of Civic Pride are becoming clear. Pedestrian movements in the town centre have increased by 11% over the LTP period.  In the three years of the project so far the visitor numbers to the town are up 20% (from 4.92m to 5.89m) and visitor spend is up by 8% (from £217m to £268m).

Strengthening Other Town Centres

3.29 We have also invested in measures to increase the attractiveness of our smaller town centres and facilitate economic regeneration in partnership with Parish and Town Councils, local businesses and other stakeholders. 

3.30 In North Somerset the Clevedon Pedestrian Strategy, designed in partnership with the Town Council, set out a programme of highway improvements that have aided pedestrian movements within the town centre. The schemes have contributed to a 32% growth in pedestrian activity in Clevedon between 2002 and 2005.

3.31 In Keynsham town centre environmental improvements have secured easier access and greater allocation of road space for pedestrian movement. Mini-roundabouts have reduced congestion at key junctions and directed traffic away from the High Street.  Supporting initiatives have included safer routes to school projects, enhanced passenger facilities at the bus stops and railway station, and improvements to the cycle network and car parks. Similar proposals have come forward in the centres of Midsomer Norton and Radstock. 
3.32 By far the biggest initiative in South Gloucestershire was the Kingswood Town Centre scheme.  Over £1.33m was spent on revitalising this important traditional retail centre in one of the most deprived parts of the district providing:

· Enhanced diversionary route and one way traffic flow through the core shopping area to relieve congestion in the High Street;

· Pavement widening to benefit pedestrian safety and circulation;

· 20mph zone throughout the town centre to improve road safety;

· New taxi bays, new bus lay-bys and shelters, new cycle stands;

· Contra flow bus and cycle lanes to maintain access for non car modes to the town centre;

· New street lighting and introduction of CCTV cameras.

3.33 We have also significantly improved Nailsea town centre by narrowing the High Street to enhance pedestrian facilities, installing new street lighting and improving pedestrian crossing points and signing. These have contributed to an increase of 31% in pedestrian activity. To combat late night anti-social behaviour, works were carried out to the Clevedon Road car park involving extra lighting, raised kerbing and speed humps, a redesigned entrance and improved pedestrian access. 
Supporting Our District Centres

3.34 Neighbourhood Renewal Funding was awarded to Bristol in 2001 for a five year period to tackle problems in disadvantaged neighbourhoods. At Easton an action plan was developed through the community partnership focussed heavily on transport and community safety. Through Neighbourhood Renewal funding, LTP funds and our own resources, new pedestrian and cycle facilities were implemented. This included replacement of the pedestrian underpass on Easton Way with at grade crossing facilities, tackling an identified community safety and severance problem. 

3.35 The Staple Hill Regeneration Partnership initiative was aimed at improving the physical fabric and environment of a run down commercial centre in South Gloucestershire.  As part of a major maintenance scheme for the town centre £0.4m was spent on a number of complementary measures including new pedestrian crossings, widened footways, disabled parking bays, advanced stop lines for cyclists and bus boarders.  The elderly, young and mobility impaired have particularly benefited from the scheme.
3.36 The Staple Hill experience has been further extended for similar enhancement schemes in Downend and Filton. At Filton the scheme included landscaping for the local car park and upgraded street lighting.

Social Inclusion

Background

3.37 There are 35 areas in Bristol and 6 in Weston-super-Mare that are amongst the 10% most deprived communities in England (Index of Multiple Deprivation 2004). As a Neighbourhood Renewal Fund Area Bristol is identified nationally as having a concentrations of health and crime problems and deprivation. There are also other pockets of urban deprivation, for example Snow Hill in Bath, south Keynsham, Norton-Radstock and Kingswood. 
3.38 Some 160,000 people (16% of total) live in our rural communities with a range of accessibility problems. Other influences on social exclusion are:
· About one in six of residents in the Greater Bristol area suffer from ill health or have a disability or other form of long term restriction on mobility;
· About 8% of the Greater Bristol residents are aged 75 years or more;

· About 8% of Bristol’s residents are from ethnic minorities.

3.39 Spurred on by disability discrimination legislation and publication of the Social Exclusion Unit’s Making the Connections we have aimed to raise awareness about the transport needs of different social groups and to improve mobility opportunities for disabled people. Crucial has been partnership working with representative organisations and transport operators, for example:

· Bristol Older Persons’ Forum, Bristol Women’s Forum, Bristol Youth Forum and Bristol Race Forum.

· Initiatives with transport operators and other organisations to improve personal security measures across the ‘whole journey.’

· Community transport sector - Rural Action/ Countryside Agency, Rural Transport Partnership, unmet needs studies.

· Bristol Disability Forum, South Gloucestershire Disability Equality Forum, Tripscope, transport operators and the West of England Coalition for Disabled People.

Getting Around By Bus

3.40 Key parts of our bus strategy have been to improve the network of conventional bus services and to make sure as many people as possible have access to it (go to Table 5.1). Our investment in bus showcase routes has helped secure improvements to commercial services for people for example in South Bristol, who suffer from high levels of unemployment and need to get to employment areas in the city centre and the North Fringe (go to Table 5.1). Access to job opportunities, shops and other facilities has also been improved for residents in some of the more deprived areas of Weston-super-Mare as a result of the service 7 showcase route investment (go to Table 5.1). 

3.41 Commercial services are only part of the story and during the LTP period we spent over £20m on supporting socially necessary, non-commercial bus services aided by £3.1m from Rural Bus Subsidy Grant. We also successfully attracted £2.9m from Urban and Rural Bus Challenge and this has enabled us to bring in a variety of new services to tackle social exclusion.

3.42 One example of innovation has been our successful Kickstart Urban Bus Challenge bid to pump prime a bus service in Weston-super-Mare to improve access to Weston General Hospital on the southern outskirts of the town (go to Table 5.1). This resulted in new, higher frequency low floor bus services with less need to change buses to get to the hospital. Another hospital to benefit from a new bus service has been the Royal United in Bath. Service 42, backed by Urban Bus Challenge funding, links the hospital to areas of deprivation in the south of Bath (go to Table 5.1). For part of the route in Bath it operates as a demand-responsive service.  Passenger numbers have risen steadily since its introduction in June 2003 and it now carries over 5,000 passengers a month. 
3.43 The Chew Valley Explorer is an example of a rural bus service where Rural Bus Challenge funding of over £640,000 has given us the opportunity to add to our own revenue support and enhance a service that serves 14 rural parishes (go to Chapter 3 and Table 5.1).  Apart from enhancing accessibility for rural communities south of Bristol the Explorer provides a link between Bristol, including disadvantaged areas in south Bristol to the surrounding countryside. The service has carried 290,772 passengers since 2001. 
3.44 Even greater focus has been put on bus accessibility in our JLTP. Mapping with Accession software and close work with our partners has highlighted problem areas and we have a programme of Accessibility Action Plans to follow up in the next five years.

Making Buses More Accessible

3.45 Partnership working with First has seen major investment in new, low floor buses and our work on showcase bus routes has included provision of raised and dropped kerbs at bus stops to make it easier for the less mobile to get to the stop and enter and leave the bus. Similar improvements have been delivered on different routes across the Greater Bristol area and good progress has been towards making our stops fully accessible:

· Bath and North East Somerset: 131 stops with raised kerbs, 11% of total compared to 5% in 2002/03 (local target T21).

· Bristol: 247 stops with raised kerbs.  Now 22% of all stops. 
· North Somerset: 212 stops with raised kerbs, 19% of total compared to 5% in 2000/01.

· South Gloucestershire: 125 stops with raised kerbs.

3.46 In the rural areas north and east of Bristol we made successful bids for Rural Bus Challenge funding to carry out a programme of Rural Interchange Hubs at Almondsbury, Wick, Pucklechurch and Alveston.  These Hubs included new high quality bus shelters, raised kerbs, improved pedestrian crossings and footways, cycle storage facilities and large lay-bys for buses, community transport and taxis.  Rural Bus Subsidy Grant funding helps provide 18 new and improved services linking in with some of these interchanges.  75,000 extra passengers journeys a year are now made as a result of these measures to tackle social inclusion.

Better Information
3.47 Through our Bus Quality Partnerships and Bus Information Strategies we have sought to promote the whole network of commercial and supported buses. This has been through door-to-door publicity, roadside displays at stops, leaflets and maps and our involvement with traveline. One example is the 100,000 maps in a handy fold out credit card size cover distributed in South Gloucestershire to cover locations such as Frenchay and Southmead Hospitals. In Bath and North East Somerset all households have received a public transport map and new style bus stop displays have been produced, tailored for individual stops and with improved legibility.
Expanding the Role of Community transport

3.48 Many people cannot get to key facilities and services because they have difficulty using conventional public transport or there are no buses where they live. Disabled people, elderly people, people with learning disabilities and many other groups can have particular difficulty. In response we have made a big effort to expand community transport to enhance accessibility for both urban and rural residents. 

3.49 In the Greater Bristol area we had by 2004/05:
· 11 Dial-a-ride schemes carrying 123,000 passengers; 

· 19 minibus schemes carrying 205,000 passengers;

· 2 taxi buses started;

· 19 community/ social car schemes carrying 14,000 passengers.

3.50 Bristol Community Transport and Bristol Dial-a-Ride have expanded their operations significantly in the last five years. Dial-a-ride has expanded to cover the whole of the city and 12 new vehicles have been provided as part of partnership agreements to assist with fleet maintenance and vehicle replacement. Patronage in the city has gone up by over 70% in the last five years.

3.51 New community transport services have commenced in Lawrence Weston, Knowle West, Ashley/Easton and south Bristol in conjunction with the Hartcliffe and Withywood Community Partnership. The Dial-a-Ride Health Matters service commenced in 2004, delivering patients to health centres in the deprived areas of Southmead and Lawrence Hill. The associated Life Opportunities project started in 2005, taking disabled students to training centres in the same areas.

3.52 In the urban areas, towns and rural communities north and east of Bristol we have worked closely with the community transport sector in developing new and existing schemes and ways to generate revenue.  With substantial help from Rural Bus Challenge funding we have supported the merger of 4 Towns Transport with Vale Link Community Transport creating a single organisation delivering accessible transport throughout the Severn Vale area.  The merger reduced the number of duplicated journeys and created a single centre for co-ordinating trips.  A new trading arm, Severnside Transport Limited, will deliver commercial services with all the profits used to support community transport. There are now more than 6,000 passenger journeys a month in these areas- 6,000 journeys that might not otherwise have been made.

3.53 Rural Bus Challenge Kickstart funding was crucial in expanding Dial-a-Ride services in the towns and villages to the south and west of Bristol. Through a partnership with Nailsea & District Community Transport this funding, supplemented by Rural Transport Partnership and Parish Transport Grant funding, has been used to pay for extra vehicles and drivers. This has allowed coverage of the service to be extended to the towns of Clevedon and Portishead as well as many villages. Passenger numbers have gone up by 137,000 between 2000/01 and 2005/06, an 11% increase.
3.54 New demand responsive services have also been introduced in Weston-super-Mare, Keynsham and Norton-Radstock. Weston-super-Mare’s town scheme began in 2001 with support from SRB and Lottery funding and was extended to nearby rural areas in 2004 with Rural Transport Partnership funding. Keynsham & District Dial-a-Ride, launched in 2003 with support from Bath and North East Somerset Council and the Town Council, carried 7035 passengers in 2005/06. The Norton-Radstock area scheme was launched in 2004 with local authority, Town Council and Countryside Agency funding and attracted 7,134 passengers in 2005/06.
3.55 During the life of the LTP we have contributed over £5m towards the running costs of community transport in the Greater Bristol area.  Successful Rural and Urban Bus Challenge and EC funding bids has provided substantial capital investment.  There has been a substantial growth in patronage since 2001:
· 6,000 passengers a month in South Gloucestershire, a 316% increase on 2000/01.

· 70% rise in passengers in Bristol.

· 43% rise in passengers in North Somerset up from 28,424 in 1999 to 40,773 in 2005/06 substantially exceeding the local target of 39,794.
· 42% rise in passengers in Bath and North East Somerset, 58,931 in 2004/05, compared to a 2001/02 baseline of 41,392 (Local target T25).


Other Ways We Have Aided Social Inclusion


Concessionary Travel

3.56 In 2004 we combined our individual concessionary travel schemes to allow bus pass holders to travel at half fare anywhere within the Greater Bristol areas. This has since been progressed to the new joint Diamond Travelcard scheme introduced in 2006 providing free bus travel from 9am on any weekday journey.
Taxi Sharing

3.57 A new taxi-sharing service has been introduced for residents of Barton Hill, St Phillips and St Annes, areas of Bristol with relatively low levels of car ownership and not well served by conventional public transport. This scheme is run on behalf of the Council by a local operator who handles bookings and matches residents’ trip requests to enable people to share their journeys. This keeps travel costs to only 50p per person. Launched in Spring 2005 the scheme already has almost 150 members. Early indications are that they are accessing a wide range of services, including shopping, education and employment for trips that they were otherwise unable to make.

3.58 A similar concept in a rural context is the Fare Car scheme introduced for residents in small communities north of Bath. A partnership between Bath and North East Somerset Council and a local taxi firm, this scheme provides a vital link to Bath City Centre and replaces a conventional bus service. It operates two days per week at fixed times, providing two journeys in either direction for a fixed fare. Membership of the scheme is free and travel into the City must be booked in advance. In the first 11 months it carried 1435 passengers.


Blue Badge Parking

3.59 We have ensured that disabled motorists are not disadvantaged by traffic management or parking measures by substantially increasing the number of disabled persons’ parking bays in the last five years. In South Gloucestershire for example the number has nearly doubled.  For North Somerset the number of disabled persons’ bays located at key locations has been increased from 47 in 2000 to 154 in 2005, up 228%.

Dropped Kerbs

3.60 Continued prioritisation of footway maintenance, and the enhancement of crossings have significantly improved the pedestrian environment for disabled people.   Progress includes:

· 100% of controlled pedestrian crossings in North Somerset now incorporate facilities for disabled people.

· 100% of pedestrian crossings in Bristol incorporate facilities for disabled people up from 48% (Local Target met).
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