











19th July 2007

The Council House, Bristol


Present:


	Bath and North-East Somerset

Cllr Francine Haeberling

Cllr Paul Crossley

Cllr Adrian Inker

	Bristol City Council

Cllr Helen Holland

Cllr Richard Eddy
Cllr Jon Rogers (for Cllr Steve Comer)



	North Somerset Council
South Gloucestershire Council
	South Gloucestershire Council

	Cllr Nigel Ashton

Cllr Elfan Ap Rees

Cllr Nan Kirsen
 
	Cllr John Calway

Cllr Pat Hockey (for Cllr Ruth Davis)

Cllr Roger Hutchinson 



Social, Economic & Environmental Partners
John Savage, Executive Chairman, Business West

Sonia Mills, Chief Executive, North Bristol NHS Trust

Faith Davey, The Care Forum

Steve Grainger, Avon Wildlife Trust

Observers

Hilary Neal, Government Office for the South West (GOSW)

In attendance

Graham Turner, Chief Executive, North Somerset Council

John Everitt, Chief Executive, Bath and North East Somerset Council

Terry Wagstaff, Assistant Chief Executive, Bristol City Council

Peter Jackson, Director of Planning, Transportation & Strategic Environment, South Gloucestershire Council

Steve Evans, Director of Community Services, South Gloucestershire Council

Stephen Wray, Director of Culture and Leisure, Bristol City Council

Simon Birch, Chief Executive, West of England Partnership

James White, Transport Policy Officer, West of England Partnership

Pete Davies, Major Schemes Co-ordinator, West of England Partnership

Bill Davies, Transport Policy Officer, West of England Partnership

Sally Gregory, Policy Officer, West of England Partnership


1. ELECTION OF CHAIR


RESOLVED: 


That Cllr Helen Holland be elected Chair
2. ELECTION OF VICE CHAIR


RESOLVED: 


That John Savage be elected Vice Chair
3. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Ian Ducat, SW TUC

Professor David Clarke, Pro Vice Chancellor, Bristol University

Peter Brown, SWRA

Cllr Steve Comer

Cllr Ruth Davis

David Rapley, Wiltshire County Council

Sarah Hamilton-Foyn, Gloucestershire County Council

4. MINUTES OF MEETING ON 9TH MARCH 2007

RESOLVED: 

That the minutes be noted

5. UPDATE ON PARTNERSHIP ACTIVITY

The Chief Executive introduced his regular report providing an overview of Partnership activity.  He said that on the big areas of transport and waste the work was moving from planning to delivery.  He drew particular attention to:

· The huge amount of work involved in responding to the draft Regional Spatial Strategy

· Work on the Delivery Plan which was getting underway and in which members of the Partnership would be fully involved

· On-going work in relation to the Regional Infrastructure Fund, which it is envisaged will be available from April 2008

· The Examination in Public expected on the Revised Regional Spatial Strategy Gypsy and Travellers’ Policy

· The West of England Local Intelligence Network and research function which feed into the work of the unitary authorities

· The Inward Investment work, which was building up

· The fact that there had been no Planning, Transport and Environment Group Meeting since the last meeting

· The Employment and Skills Group’s prioritisation of skills, which was generating a Skills Board

· Work continuing on the revision of the Rural Strategy.

Councillor John Calway (South Gloucestershire) asked about the Regional Infrastructure Fund.  Terry Wagstaff (Assistant Chief Executive, Bristol) said that it would require a well-researched business plan.  Where there was difficulty in identifying all of the public infrastructure consultants may be used to identify projects.

It was noted that the third point in paragraph 35 of the report should read ’…11 most deprived wards..’

RESOLVED: 

That a report would be brought to a future meeting on the benefits of amalgamating the Rural Strategy Group and the Rural Renaissance Board

That the Delivery Plan would come to the Partnership in early December before being signed off

That discussions would be held with the Voluntary and Community Sector about their involvement in the Delivery Plan.
6. STATEMENT FROM JULIE BOSTON, TRANSPORT 2000
Julie Boston said that there were 26 railway stations in the West of England area and that Transport 2000 thought that each should have services every 30 minutes.  She was concerned that First Great Western might be trying to get out of providing an additional train on the Severn Beach line, despite the funding agreed by Bristol City Council.  She said that so far 26 MPs had signed an early day motion about bringing First Great Western back into public ownership.  She was also concerned that the situation could be worse in December 2007 because there may not be enough rolling stock available.  In addition, she was concerned about the increase in bus fares.

Councillor Helen Holland said that negotiations were on-going in relation to the Severn Beach line and that these issues would be addressed.

7.
TRANSPORT PRESENTATION

A presentation was made by officers from the Partnership.

In the discussion which followed Councillor Paul Crossley (Bath and NE Somerset) focused on the need to increase walking within urban areas.  Officers said that this was built into the Joint Local Transport Plan.

Councillor Francine Haeberling (Bath and NE Somerset) said she was delighted with the proposals, especially the bus rapid transit, and was fully supportive, although she knew there would be some difficult choices.  Councillor John Calway said he could only agree to road charging once the complementary measures were in place.  Councillor Jon Rogers (Bristol) also welcomed the proposals but hoped that some things could be got underway more quickly.  He hoped that the rapid transit vehicles would be able to take bicycles.

Councillor Nan Kirsten (North Somerset) said it was good to be working together on this.  However, she was concerned that in some rural areas there were no buses at all.  She would like to see the opening up of the Portishead to Bristol rail link.  James White (West of England Partnership) said that it was in the Plan but even if funding to open it was available, there would need to be revenue support too and this may be £2m a year.

Councillor Elfan Ap Rees (North Somerset) said that increasing the number of carriages needed to be a current priority.

Councillor Pat Hockey (South Gloucestershire) asked if the Transport Innovation Fund bid would come to the Partnership for endorsement.  Councillor Helen Holland said that it would be agreed at authority level and that they would use opportunities available to raise the issues with ministers.

RESOLVED

That the presentation was noted.
8.
WASTE

Steve Evans (Director of Community Services, South Gloucestershire) presented a briefing paper and a letter to David Miliband he had circulated at the meeting.  He said the paper outlined issues which the Partnership needed to address in the next 4 to 6 months.

Councillor Jon Rogers said that there had been a Gateway review with urgent actions which was tabled to the Project Board meeting on Tuesday.  Full feedback would be available on 29 September.

Councillor John Calway said that it was important to demonstrate that the councils are taking every opportunity to avoid penalties.

RESOLVED

That the briefing paper and letter were noted.
9.
REGIONAL SPATIAL STRATEGY EXAMINATION IN PUBLIC

The Chief Executive said that the report was expected before Christmas and that it was likely that it would include an increased figure for new houses in the West of England.

RESOLVED

That the briefing paper was noted.
10. 
PEOPLE, PLACES AND SPACES

Stephen Wray (Board Member, Culture South West) presented the report.  He said that People, Places and Spaces linked well with the issues relating to infrastructure and development.  It was also important to plan for culture and community investment.  All the local authorities had been working together to enable investment at community level.  This document was important because of the West of England’s position as the driving force economically for the south west as a whole.  This was the first regional strategy of its kind and it was being watched closely by the Department of Culture, Media and Sport.  The iconic developments mentioned should be located in the West of England because of the footfall needed.


Councillor Helen Holland noted that there was no mention of faith communities and faith tourism.  Stephen Wray said that this was covered in the sister document and in the development of this they had worked with faith communities.


John Everitt (Chief Executive, Bath and NE Somerset) was disappointed that Bath’s status as a World Heritage city had been left out of the document.  Councillor Pat Hockey said that there was a lack of clarity about what the document was meant to be.  It didn’t mention the development money which was going into playing fields.  There were enormous omissions if it was a strategy.


Stephen Wray said that it was a bidding document, rather than a strategy, pitched at a level of investment above the sub-region.  Councillor Elfan Ap Rees said that North Somerset was not covered; for example, Tyntesfield should be included.  He also thought that investment should be focused on existing attractions, rather than on new ones.


RESOLVED

That the response be referred back to the Culture, Leisure and Tourism Group and then be circulated to the wider Partnership


That a dispensation be sought for a late response.

11.
SUB-NATIONAL REVIEW


Hilary Neal (Government Office for the South West) gave a presentation on the recently published review.  She said that there was a lot of detail to be filled in over the next few months.  The review set out a clearer role for local authorities in relation to economic development with incentives for sub-regional working.  The Regional Spatial Strategy process would continue as planned, as the new arrangements would not come in as a whole until April 2010.


Hilary Neal announced that Ben Bradshaw, the Minister for the South West wanted to speak to the Partnership on 1 August.  He would be minister for all government policy in the region.


Councillor Paul Crossly asked what was definite in the review and what was up for change.  Hilary Neal said that the Regional Development Agency (RDA) changes were definite, but how local authorities organised themselves to interact with and scrutinise the RDA was not.


RESOLVED


That the presentation be noted.
12.
CORE CITIES


Terry Wagstaff said that a ‘hothouse’ was being organised by the Commission for Architecture and the Built Environment (CABE).  Six places were available and it would take place at Explore in Bristol.


Sonia Mills said there were core issues of sustainability relating to the new North Bristol hospital and asked at what level sustainability would be discussed.  Terry Wagstaff said that it was a larger scale but that specific outcomes might be useful.


Councillor John Calway welcomed the report and would like input to the issues raised in paragraph 8.  This was based on what was set out in the Sub-National Review and Terry Wagstaff said that it would be done through the Partnership.

RESOLVED

That the report be noted.
13. DATES OF NEXT MEETINGS


The next meeting would be a workshop format and be scheduled for 10am – 1pm, plus lunch.


Future meetings of the Partnership to be held at 10am at venues to be arranged:

· Friday 14th September 2007 

· Friday 7th December 2007
(Bath)

· Friday 14th March 2008 
S:\JSPTU\WEP\Board\September 2007\190707pshipmins.doc
The West of England Partnership


Board Meeting








PAGE  
5

