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West of England Major Schemes Programme



������(���)�����
�*�"��'�������"�)"����������(���)�����
�*�"��'�������"�)"����������(���)�����
�*�"��'�������"�)"����������(���)�����
�*�"��'�������"�)"����

��������

Background to Major Schemes Programme

Rapid Transit

� The proposed Rapid Transit network 

� What is Rapid Transit?

� Where will the Ashton Vale to Temple Meads route go and What will it look like?

� What are the benefits / What are the impacts?

South Bristol Link

� What are the objectives?

� What are the options?

� What might it look like?

� What next?
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� West of England sub-region is prosperous, with a good quality of life

� Key economic driver of the South West region

� With prosperity increasing pressure on infrastructure, particularly transport

� Draft Regional Spatial Strategy proposes significant development from 2011

� Significant pressure on transport infrastructure

– need for high quality sustainable transport networks

– to address existing and future demands

� Vision for the West of England is for a buoyant economy, a rising quality of 
life for all and easier local, national and international travel
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� 2006 Greater Bristol Strategic Transport Study (GBSTS) identified a 
package of measures needed to ensure sustainable growth and 
regeneration 

� Includes a set of major schemes:

– The Greater Bristol Bus Network 
– The Bath Package 
– Weston-super-Mare Package Phase 1 
– South Bristol Link Phases 1 and 2 
– Rapid Transit

� Major Schemes 

– Provides Authorities with funding from other sources 

– Schemes must be prioritised in Local Transport Plan and by the South 
West Region

– Must meet DfT rules

� Range of other measures in the Joint Local Transport Plan
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� £71 million Central Government Funding has been allocated to South 
West region for Rapid Transit

� To access this funding a Major Scheme Bid must be submitted early 
next year which must demonstrate:

– Benefits and costs - Value for Money
– Deliverable
– Management of risks
– Management of impacts and issues
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� Bath Package

� Ashton Vale to 
Temple Meads

� Hengrove to North 
Fringe

� Temple Meads to 
Emerson’s Green
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� Provides a fast, direct, more environmentally friendly alternative to 
private car use:

– Journey time reliability through provision of dedicated routes

– Regular services in peak and off-peak 

– High quality passenger facilities – covered stops, real time 
information, CCTV, off-board/integrated ticketing

– Fully accessible public transport system

– High quality walking and cycling links, safe/secure access to system

– New low emission vehicles
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� New, direct sustainable transport system with low emission vehicles

� Regular, reliable services in to Bristol City Centre and out to Long 
Ashton P&R throughout the day 

– service every 4 to 6 minutes
– faster journey times

� Services to North Somerset avoid traffic in urban area

� Directly serves a potential new Bristol City Football Club stadium

� Extension of existing cycle and pedestrian path out to the Long Ashton 
P&R and improvements to connectivity of existing paths

� Potential for future direct sustainable transport link to possible 
development south west of Bristol and a service to Bristol International 
Airport
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� Consultation
– October/November: stakeholder engagement

– November: Members

– November: public exhibitions

� Major Scheme Bid: early 2009

� Construction commencing: 2011

� System opens: 2013
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� As part of a South Bristol Ring Road, scheme has a long history

� Routes are safeguarded in Local Plans of BCC and NSC

� NSC made a Major Scheme Bid to DfT for Phase 1 in 2002

� In 2006, GBSTS recommended transport strategy for the area, it 
included:

– promotion of walking, cycling, travel planning

– public transport improvements (e.g. BRT)

– highway schemes, including the complete South Bristol Ring Road
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� South Bristol Ring Road included in Joint Local Transport Plan (2006)

– Phase 1 (A370 – A38)

– Phase 2 (A38 – Hengrove Park)

– Phase 3 (Hengrove Park – A4)

� Phase 1 and 2 prioritised by the Region

� Phase 3 not under consideration

� Phase 1 and 2 taken forward together

– Many issues are common

– Economies of scale

– Better meets objectives

� Scheme renamed South Bristol Link

– To better reflect the scheme’s objectives….
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� Clear local objectives

� For the South Bristol Link they are

– To support regeneration and growth in the south Bristol area*

– To tackle congestion in south Bristol area*

– To improve access between the south Bristol area*, the city centre, 
and to the strategic transport network and Bristol International
Airport

* the ‘south Bristol area’ is shorthand for south Bristol itself and adjoining 
areas of North Somerset.
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� Project Board established (West of England authorities, GOSW, HA, 
SWRDA)

� Joint BCC/NSC project managers

� Consultants appointed

� Options considered and short-listed on basis of

– scheme objectives

– deliverability

– fundability
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Alignments Modes

• Highway

• Rapid Transit

• Bus

• Rail

• Park and Ride

and combinations of 
these

Now shortlisted to……
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� Total scheme cost estimated at  £52.5m, but

– varies for different options (i.e. road only, BRT only, combination, 
route)

� Funding of £47.3m allocated in Regional Funding Advice

– subject to further work and review by the Region in early 2009

� DfT requires that a minimum 10% of costs have to be funded ‘locally’
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� November 2008 - Exhibitions at various venues in south Bristol and 
North Somerset 

� Staffed Exhibitions at

• Gatehouse Centre (11th November, 1pm to 8pm)

• Long Ashton Village Hall (13th November, 1pm to 8pm)

• Ashton Vale Community Centre (25th November, 1pm to 8pm)

� Exhibitions with staff attending at various times

• Long Ashton Park & Ride (6th to 11th November)

• Bishopsworth Library (6th to 11th and 12th to 14th November)

• CREATE Centre (17th to 19th November)

• @Symes (Library foyer) (14th to 21st November)

• Sainsburys, Winterstoke Road (21st to 24th November)
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� Preferred option and ‘next best’, Summer 2009

� Bid to DfT for funding, Autumn 2009

� DfT grants ‘Programme Entry’, 2010

� Authorities seek statutory powers (possible PI), 2010-11

� DfT grants ‘Final Approval’ 2012-13

� Subject to all approvals, construction 2013-2015
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Questions?

West of England Rapid Transit I Ashton Vale to Temple Meads via Bristol City Centre


