AGENDA ITEM 6

West of England Partnership

Planning, Housing & Communities Board

22nd January 2009

Growth Points Fund: Allocations for 2009/10- 2010/11.
Purpose of report

· To inform members about the allocation of funding from the Growth Fund by government to the West of England.

· To advise members of the further work being undertaken by the Partnership Office with support from the unitary authorities in response to the government Growth Fund allocation.

Background

2. In December 2005, the government announced its Growth Points initiative and invited local authorities to submit strategic growth proposals. These were assessed by Government and its agencies which sought proposals that were sustainable, acceptable environmentally and realistic in terms of infrastructure provision.  As a result, the West of England sub-region was named as a first round growth point and awarded growth point status by Communities and Local Government (CLG) in October 2006. 

3. In October 2007, the Partnership submitted a Programme of Development to CLG that demonstrated the requirement for a range of investment priorities to support housing delivery in the West of England sub-region between 2008/09 and 2010/11 and beyond. The award to the Partnership from the Growth Points Fund arising from this submission is shown in the table below. 

	 
	Allocation
	Indicative Allocation
	

	
	2008/09
	2009/10 & 2010/11
	Total

	Capital
	£7,529,986
	£14,358,681
	£21,888,668

	Revenue
	£812,551
	£1,137,572
	£1,950,123

	Total
	£8,342,538
	£15,496,253
	£23,838,791


4
Following the Growth Point consultation in 2008, the Government asked all Growth Points to submit a refreshed Programme of Development to secure the funding provisionally awarded and to potentially gain additional funding from a pot of £170m.  The Partnership re-affirmed and extended its bid and submitted a refreshed Programme of Development on 1st October 2008.  
Growth Fund Allocations for 2009/10-2010/11

5.
The Government announced in December 2008 that the West of England is being awarded the following funding from the Growth Points Fund.
	 
	Allocation
	Indicative Allocation
	

	
	2009/10
	20010/11
	Total

	Capital
	£5,639,308
	£6,575,900
	£12,215,208

	Revenue
	£392,877
	£392,637
	£785,514

	Total
	£6,032,185
	£6,968,537
	£13,000,722


6.  The government has advised that the funding levels shown above are indicative, representing 70% of the overall allocation for the West of England with the payment of the remaining 30% for 2009/10-2010/11 representing an increase of £3m. It has indicated that this decision reflects concerns held by both GOSW and CLG about joint working in the West of England and a view that there is scope for providing a more robust, delivery focused programme. The need for greater co-ordination of plan delivery across the sub-region, a joint approach to urban design and for a strategic approach to green infrastructure are highlighted as necessary to facilitate the timely delivery of high quality growth in the sub-region. Finally, the government has advised that both GOSW and partnership agencies consider that securing these enhancements of sub-regional working is being inhibited by a lack of capacity in the Partnership and that the additional resources available from Growth Points with CLG’s requirements having been met, should be used to meet this deficiency in capacity. 

7.   Against this background of concerns about partnership working in the West of England, the government has proposed that a further sum of money, representing the remainder of the overall Growth Fund allocation, will be made available to the Partnership subject to the Partnership securing the following outcomes:

· The preparation of a project management plan for the timely delivery of all four core strategies, highlighting areas where cross boundary working is necessary;

· The undertaking of a capacity review of skills in the partnership, identifying measures in liaison with GOSW and HCA, to rectify and address skills gaps; and,

· The development of a timetable for producing a masterplan/strategic urban design framework (or frameworks) for all areas of major urban growth and extension in the sub region, focusing strongly on the implementation of green infrastructure.

8
 A meeting with CLG officers has been very constructive and their requirements are being progressed. This requirement of CLG has to be met by 31st January 2009.

Response of the Partnership to the Growth Points allocation and government request for enhancing partnership working

9.   The Partnership office with support from consultants, GOSW, CABE and the unitary authorities, is preparing the response required by CLG to secure the remaining 30% of the additional Growth Points funding. A project management plan is under preparation setting out the timeline for the preparation of Core Strategies, the sub-regional studies and related strategic advice required to facilitate consistency between Core Strategies and their subsequent delivery, and for bringing forward Priority Key Strategic Development Sites. The sub-regional studies are expected to address sub-regional infrastructure, strategic business sites, retail capacity, in particular requirements for district centre development, green infrastructure and strategic urban design. 

10. The Project Plan will set out the key stages arising in the preparation of the Core Strategies and the supporting sub-regional studies, and the linkages between the work streams to be made in order to ensure outcomes that are consistent and co-ordinated across the West of England.

11. The Project Plan will be supported by and reflect, an appraisal of the skills available   to the Partnership for the delivery of the Project Plan as well as governance arrangements. Consideration will be given to the need to strengthen Partnership resources using the additional Growth Points resources, and to improving governance and organisational structures. 

Recommendation

12       Members are invited to note the report and express their views.
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